


Every year about 7 million visitors come to Munich to visit 
the Oktoberfest, the world famous folk and beer festival. 
Unfortunately, every year several girls and women are raped 
or harassed while attending the event.

In 2003 the Campaign “Safe Oktoberfest for Women and 
Girls” was founded by three NGOs, AMYNA (prevention of 
child abuse), IMMA (help for girls) and Frauennotruf Mün-
chen (help for women).

The motto of the campaign is simple: 
All women and girls should enjoy the Oktoberfest and 
should have a safe visit to the Oktoberfest too.

The goals include:
No sexual violence! Rape or harassment is unacceptable - 
safety for women and girls!
Everyone should come to the aid of a girl or women in need 
of help.

The Campaign was awarded with the “Hänsel+Gretel” 
Foundation Prize in 2003, the “Inge-Gabert-Prize” in 
2006 and the “Anita-Augspurg-Prize” in 2010.

Women or girls who visit the Oktoberfest for the first time 
can easily find themselves getting into trouble. They lose 
their party or friends, they misplace the address of their 
hotel or campground or find themselves without their 
purse or telephone.

Please be prepared:
Say no: Trust your emotions and say no, if you are asked to 
do something you are uncomfortable with.
Don´t drink too much: German beer is much stronger 
than what you might be used to at home. One “Mass” is 
enough. It is important that you are always ready to take 
care of yourself and react in any situation. Order a ”Rad-
ler,“ which is half soda and half beer, or a water in the tent.
Be comfortable saying “No thank you.” 
Even if somebody pays for a round of beer, you are not re-
quired to drink it.
Watch your drink: There have been cases of drink spiking 
at the event.
Plan your way home: Don´t leave the Oktoberfest alone 
or with somebody you met at the Oktoberfest. Arrange 
a meeting point with friends before going to the Okto-
berfest, for example the big wheel or the Service Center  
(Servicezentrum).
Survival kit: Take your mobile, some money, your keys 
and address with you. Not in a handbag (it may be stolen 
or lost), but carry it securely on your body.
Tents may be closed: Tents may be closed because of over-
filling. So don´t leave the tent alone to visit the restro-
oms. You may not get in anymore.
In case of emergency: Call other people for help. Adress 
somebody directly. Use all means you have to defend 
yourself. If possible, call the police on 112.
Don´t sleep at the Oktoberfest or beside: If you are 
drunk or tired or lost, come to the “Security Point” 
of the “Safe Oktoberfest”.

Helpful Tips

Good to know Three Ways to Help

The campaign consists of three elements:

1. Prevention and information before the Oktoberfest: 
Tips to ensure a safe Oktoberfest, for more information please 
visit www.sicherewiesn.de 

2. Intervention and help at the Oktoberfest: 
The “Security Point” of the “Safe Oktoberfest for women and 
girls” is below the Bavaria statue in the Service Center (Ser-
vicezentrum in German), next to the police, and the same 
entrance as the Red Cross. Any help is free, multilingual and 
anonymous. The center is open every day during the Oktober-
fest from 6.00 p.m. to 1.00 a.m. We work together with the po-
lice, the Red Cross and other services at the Oktoberfest. One 
service includes getting selective girls and women home safely 
(by car or with an escort).

3. Aftercare for women and girls:
The therapists from IMMA and Frauennotruf München are hel-
ping to find solutions in case of an incident after the Oktober-
fest too.

“Security Point“
daily open from 6.00 p.m - 01.00 a.m., 
aditionally on every saturday from 3.00 p.m. - 01.00 a.m.


